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“What the police did to us is an indication of the
moral collapse of our security agencies”
University of Nairobi student, September 29, 2017
“I assure the university community, all stakeholders that the University of Nairobi is
calm, all academic programs are running smoothly”
Vice-Chancellor Peter Mbithi, September 29, 2017
“Making students leapfrog was part of calming the situation.”
National Police Service Inspector General Joseph Boinnet, October 1, 2017
“I have asked the Inspector General for a report on
what transpired at the University of Nairobi.”
Interior Ministry and Education Ministry Cabinet Secretary Fred Matiang’i
October 1, 2017

Introduction
The University of Nairobi Department of Architecture, Design and Development
trains and certifies the country’s architects, quantity surveyors, town planners,
engineers, landscape architects, environmental design consultants and
construction project managers. Many of the students and teaching faculty are
members of Women in Real Estate and the Architects Association of Kenya.
The University of Nairobi declares itself to be “a center of academic and
research excellence recognized in the African continent and beyond”. The
National Police Service aspires to be a “world class service”. The events of
Thursday September 28 shatter both visions fundamentally.
On Thursday September 28, scores of General Service Unit personnel entered
the Architecture, Design and Development(ADD) building and compound of
the University of Nairobi at the invitation of the Vice-Chancellor Peter Mbithi.
Within a few hours, the armed para-military officers had indiscriminately
teargassed and assaulted several students, lecturers and administrative
officers.
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This report is a preliminary compilation of first hand eye witness accounts by
lecturers, students and administrative staff within the University of Nairobi. Their
names have been kept confidential in this report to protect them from further
intimidation and violence.
Many of those interviewed have also bravely elected to give their testimonies
to the Kenya National Commission of Human Rights, the Independent Police
Oversight Authority, the Independent Medical and Legal Unit and other
organisations
All the following accounts were given freely and in the hope that never again
would armed personnel be allowed to roam through our classrooms, corridors
and dormitories threatening us because of our race, ethnicity, religion and
class, beating us and exhorting money and valuables from us.
We have been let down severally. Primarily, we have been let down by our
National Police Service and the University Senate who five days after the
horrific attack on our place of learning have issued neither a statement of
concern, apology nor who will be held accountable.
Sadly, there is a pattern emerging of our security forces brutalizing citizens in
our public places of academic learning and streets. Last week’s violence
echoes horrific events of #CampusTerror in 2016. We note that these events
have not yet seen any prosecutions or changes to the operational procedures.
We deeply regret that our University has now been closed indefinitely. This
closure follows delays in learning caused by the lecturers strike and elections.
Public demonstrations remain a major challenge to law enforcement
agencies. The police must be guided on the appropriate degree of force,
discipline and communications during an operation. Senate, lecturers and
student leaders can best use this time to look at effective ways of non-violently
managing anger and mobilization and distinguishing those that seek to hurt
citizens, police-officers and destroy public and private property.
We demand the National Government and all human rights agencies act
quickly to understand what happened and why. Furthermore, action must be
taken to prosecute the officers and those commanding them. Should this not
happen, we are prepared to support our human rights agencies to take the
actions necessary to ensure justice is done.
Constitutional rights and freedoms printed in black and white were
fundamentally violated. We owe it to ourselves and to those that will come
after us, to make sure this never happens again.
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We dedicate this report to the courage of those that came forward, despite
their fear, to give their eye-witnesses accounts. We share their belief that by
coming forward #TogetherWeBuildKenya.
For further information contact the above organisations
or the Architectural Association of Kenya Secretariat,
Email: aak@aak.or.ke
Phone: +254 20 222 4806/0721 691 337
Blue Violets Plaza, 6th Floor, room 605, Kindaruma Rd, off Ngong Rd.
Methodology
University lecturers, students and human rights monitors interviewed and
recorded no less than sixty testimonies from affected students and lecturers
present in university on September 29. In addition, 50 architecture students in
their fifth year have formally written to their Dean. Their letter is contained here.
This report is a preliminary account to inform our Government agencies to act
and swiftly restore our confidence.
Testimonies from Eye-witness Accounts
Officers from the Genera Service Unit and para-military forces responded to a
call to a minority group of students and outsiders to protest the arrest of former
student leader Babu Owino by entering the university on Thursday September
28, 2017.
Rather than confine themselves to keeping the peace and reducing violence,
the forces degenerated into the very violence the Inspector General of Police
Service claims it was trying to stop. What may have begun as an operation
soon became an indiscriminate attack on the university community regardless
of whether they were demonstrators, students, lecturers or administrators.
Based on the press interview with the Vice-Chancellor on October 2, 2017, we
now know that the GSU entered the campus at the request of the ViceChancellor. It has taken five days for this clarification. Neither the Principal,
Departmental Chairperson or teaching staff knew that the Vice-Chancellor
had called in the General Service Unit. Without any knowledge, they
proceeded to conduct the classes as normal. Thursday is the busiest day of the
week for the ADD Campus.
The initial operation began at noon. Tear gas was thrown into the compound
of the Department for Architecture, Design and Development. By 2 pm the
tear gas had died down and academic activities resumed as normal. The
students and lecturers went their various classes and lecture halls within the
Department.
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At 3 pm, our department building was surrounded by GSU and army tanks were
observed along Statehouse road and Lower Mamlaka road. Officers began
throwing tear gas into lecture halls and studios whilst class was still in session.
The students and staff who tried to leave their classrooms and campus were
apprehended, beaten, bullied and assaulted. The rest of the students and staff
ran back into the building to seek refuge. Some remained hiding on the
stairwell, classrooms, bathrooms, studios and the library.
Attempts to lock the GSU out were futile. The GSU entered the building through
the main doors and the emergency doors. They began flushing students and
lecturers out of all the classrooms or any spaces that they were hiding. They
also broke down locked doors both in the teaching building and the student
hostels. The following are very lightly edited testimonies from fellow students,
lecturers and administrators collected within four days of the incident.
“I’m a 3rd student Quantity Surveyor student and witnessed the whole
scenario. GSU beat us ruthlessly irrespective of our gender or age. Two ladies
and myself were almost raped in Room 520. They asked us vulgar questions like
“umevaa suruari? “Na unaweza itoa?” while touching our bodies. I witnessed
a lady who had fainted being beaten ruthlessly even in her unconscious state.
This must be brought to the light. Their interest was not security. It was stealing
and destroying.
3rd year female Quantity Surveyor Student - University of Nairobi
I witnessed a good number of those GSU officers getting intoxicated on
marijuana weed behind ADD building. We were beaten as we tried to leave
our buildings. I was personally forced to grope my classmate by an officer.
When I refused, he beat me up. I have had swollen legs all night and have
been limping the whole day. I hope no other female students were nearly
sexually harassed in this manner. Although I personally did not do this, someone
else might have been forced to or even the officers themselves might have
done it. They stole a lot of our money and small electronics like phones, power
banks and hard disks. They would not allow us to collect our bags when they
fell in the process. Please help us seek justice. I still don't see the reason for
storming the building, just because it happens to be near the hostels.”
1st year Male Architecture Student - University of Nairobi
I narrowly escaped rape. If it was not for a library security officer who
happened to be coming into the washroom they may have pushed me into
the toilet. They took my 1000 shillings from my bag but missed my phone in my
jacket pocket. While lying on the ground, I was kicked and badly injured in the
upper parking area. A stranger rescued and carried me to town. I can still feel
the pains in my abdomen where they beat me with their rungus (baton). I can
easily identify the two officers if they were brought before me.
Third year female real estate student
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Tear gas was thrown at us while in class. We were then instructed to line up on
the ground floor and beaten for almost an hour. We managed to run but were
caught and beaten again. They left us there after taking all my money and my
phone. Today, I had to go to hospital to have the fractures on both my leg and
arm treated.
Architecture Student - University of Nairobi
Yesterday, the GSU came into our studios. They told us to line up in single file
and raise our hands up. They then hit us with their rungus (batons). I was hit
several times on my back and my head. I managed to protect my head with
my hands. After leaving the studio more GSU were awaiting us on the stairs. I
was slapped on the left side of my face.
One of the officers was pulling girls aside and squeezing their butts as they
passed him. I saw two girls in front of me being squeezed and then sadly, I was
the third. Others kicked as we continued down the stairs. At the building's door
they started hitting us, shouting 'Rukeni kama chura' (jump like frogs). After
jumping through the parking space they told us to get up and run. We got up
ran towards State House road gate others were waiting for us. They told us to
lie on our backs on the road. One of the officers held his rungu(baton) lifted it
up between our thighs. He shouted 'munaona nyinyi pekee yenu munajuwa
kusoma, sisi hatujui kusoma ni wajinga, leo tutawaonyesha'. When he pressed
his rungu to my thighs, I started crying and shaking. One of the officers looked
at me. I asked him to help me. He told all the other students to leave in a single
line. I was left behind with almost 6 officers. He asked me my name and where
I live and where my parents live. He told me not to cry. And then he took my
number and flashed my phone. The other officers told him 'mbona
unambembeleza,mlete hapa tumwonyeshe.' He then guided me outside the
gate. There was a GSU lorry parked outside with officers inside. They started
telling the officer who was guiding me outside, 'umetuletea zawadi ya
muislamu,mlete hapa tumwonyeshe wanaume ni nani'. The officer who
helped me told me to run which I did. I am grateful I have no permanent
physical injury but what happened yesterday was terrorism. We were innocent
students learning in our class. We had locked our studio doors and blocked
them with plan chests. They told us to open the doors and they wouldn't beat
us if we did. This was a lie. What has happened has happened. I hope this
would never happen again to any student.
3rd year female Architecture Student - University of Nairobi
I am currently nursing at home. I was beaten on my back, lower limbs and
upper arm with no reason whatsoever. I am ready to join you to petition the
authorities. I hope we will get justice on behalf of all those affected. There is a
video taken that shows us being beaten.
1st year Architecture Student - University of Nairobi
I was brutally beaten in my back and my arm was almost broken at ADD. To
make it worse, the GSU even demanded money from me. I surrendered Kshs
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200 to them. I still have with me my hospital receipts and x-ray records. I am
under medication and recuperating at home. I hope justice will have its way.”
University of Nairobi Student
As I was exiting the school through the Mamlaka road exit, one GSU told me to
use the state house road exit. I agreed but this only brought me closer to them.
One of them grabbed me and told me "wewe Ndo ilikuwa unapiga picha". I
wasn’t taking any pictures so I don't know why they selected me. One slapped
me while another tackled me to the ground. Five of them started beating me
with rungus (batons) and kicks. They then told me to remove my phone and
started hitting it with their rungus. They then picked my bag and emptied all
the contents on the ground including my new laptop which they also hit with
their rungu.
I pleaded with them saying that I hadn't taken any pictures. They then tell me
stop whining like a girl and slapped me. I couldn't see properly at this point
because my glasses had been knocked off and were stepped on by one
officer. They hit all of us as we left the studio; rungu, slap, rungu, that was the
sequence. After that, I lost count of how many times I was beaten. After they
finished beating me, one of them told me "Toa kitu kidogo cha mkubwa”, Like
they expected me to bribe them after all that.
3rd year Architecture Student - University of Nairobi
My suitcase was broken into and property stolen. My left hand is not
functioning now well beaten by a rungu. I was slapped across my eye and I
had to look for medicine to enable me to see properly.
1st year male Student- University of Nairobi
My classmates and I were beaten by the GSU. We were forced to walk in a
single file and told to take out our books and read while seated on the ground.
The GSU hurled insults at us, kicked several times with their batons and frog
matched. Most of these students suffered bruises on their knees. To top it all
they were forced to pay the GSU to set them free. The school should consider
compensating these victims. We hope drastic measures will be taken and not
just public relations.
4th year male Construction Management student- University of Nairobi.
Our security as fee paying students was highly compromised. We were not
even aware of these protests. I inhaled teargas, felt faint and had to lie down
so my heartbeat rate could return to normal. It was so traumatic. We were
hiding in level 6 of the University building. I thank GOD that that door is
lockable. Only the LORD knows what could have happened if those officers
managed to get through. I can still hear the screams as students and staff were
beaten downstairs. There was student who was asthmatic and struggled to
breathe. As we left ADD, we found the protestors on Mamlaka road. I cannot
understand why the GSU were in the ADD compound when the protestors
were out on the street.
Female student - University of Nairobi
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How our rights and freedoms were violated on September 28
The attack on the ADD campus students clearly violated our human rights. The security forces detained members of the
university community without cause, metered assault, seized their property, violated their human dignity and privacy at
individual, community and institutional levels. The attack went on for three hours from 3pm to 6pm until finally the GSU
relented and released the students and staff who were still hiding inside.

Right to
equality and
freedom from
discrimination

Human dignity

Freedom and
security of the
person

Privacy

Violations under our constitution
Students and staff were verbally and physically
Equal protection and treatment
abused based on their education, gender,
The state shall not discriminate on any grounds
race and income. None of us were protected,
including sex, gender, ethnic, social origin, color,
safe or treated with dignity. Many of us found
age, disability
ourselves being forced to make payments to
be released from arbitrary detention.
Students and staff were kicked and beaten
Every person has the right to inherent dignity and while being instructed to frog march out of the
have that dignity respected and protected
building. Both men and women were sexually
assaulted.
We have the right to not to be deprived of
Students and staff were detained and trapped
freedom arbitrarily or without just cause; the right
in their lecture halls, classrooms, studios and
not to be detained without trial and not to be
hostels without just cause and even after they
subjected to any form of violence from either
provided proof of ID.
private or public sources
Students and staff were subjected to violence
We have the right not to be subjected to torture
by officers who hold a public mandate to
of any kind, physical or physiological; or be
protect them. They were subjected to physical
subjected to corporal punishment.
and psychological torture and punished in an
We have the right not to be treated or punished
inhuman and degrading manner.
in a cruel, inhuman or degrading manner
We have the right not to have our persons, homes Students and staff had their possessions stolen,
or property searched and possessions seized
seized and searched without just cause.

Recommendations
The University of Nairobi Senate must immediately;
 State publicly whether the University of Nairobi sanctioned the violence that was used
on the university community and why;
 Convene a dialogue to listen to affected students, lecturers, administrators and
University security;
 Convene a senate level meeting to review how the university failed to protect
students and how it will ensure that this never happens again;
 Publicly communicate to restore the confidence of the university community and the
public that going forward armed para-military forces will not be allowed to roam
across our campus indiscriminately intimidating and assaulting us;
 Act on the recommendations by the 5th year architectural students.
The National Police Service must immediately;
 Make public the standard operating procedures and the commanding officer
responsible for the attack on the University;
 Make public the report demanded by the Interior Ministry Cabinet Secretary;
 Dismiss the commanding officer in charge of the operation for failure to protect
unarmed civilians and private property
The Interior Ministry and Education Ministry Cabinet Secretary must immediately;
 Suspend the General Services Unit commander in charge of the operation pending
a thorough review of all the evidence;
 Reflect on the evidence in this report and other reports by the Kenya National
Commission for Human Rights, the Independent Oversight Police Authority and
Independent Medical and Medical Unit before concluding this matter;
 Prosecute all officers and the commanding officers for several violations of the bill of
rights and the failure to act with restraint in the face of non-violent students;
The Teaching and Administrative Staff must immediately;
 Discuss safety measures, emergency procedures and communications protocols to
keep the university community safe should University authorities fail to prevent armed
personnel from entering our campus in future;
 Brief and seek the support of other University Academy Staff Union members (UASU)
to draw lessons for their own universities, take appropriate measures to keep the
academic communities safe and petition the Education and Interior Ministry Cabinet
Secretary to take appropriate action;
The affected student leadership and community must immediately;
 Seek medical, legal advice and report incidents to the Kenya National Commission
for Human Rights, the Independent Oversight Police Authority and Independent
Medical and Medical Unit;
 Exercise restraint, de-escalate violence, dialogue among yourselves and with the
university authorities and if necessary, organise peaceful protests.

